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. Divinity, 


ON THE STUDY OF DIVINITY... 
(Continued from page 284.) 


CHAPTER VI. 


ON THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 


WE have shewn, in the last chapter, that the Scriptures are 
the genuine and unadulterated works of those whose names they 
bear; and that of consequence the facts recorded in them are 
true. For their genuineness proves the truth of the principal 
facts contained in them, as both the truth of the facts and the 
genuineness of the writings serve to prove their divine authority. 
And on the other side, their divine authority once proved and 
established, the truth of the facts and the genuineness of the 
writings, indisputably follow. This should be carefully remem- 
bered: as froma proof of one point, the others may mutually be 
inferred. 

Many. arguments might be urged to evince the truth of the 
facts recorded in the Sacred Scriptures ; but as the certainty of 
their divine authority is of the greatest importance, and neces- 
sarily infers the truth of the facts, we shall. only.concern-our- 
selves at present to shew, that the writers of these books’ were 
commissioned by God, to deliver his will, and inspired. by Him, 
to do it, without error and. mistake.—We have before observed, 
‘that the sacred writings cannot be charged with enthusiasm ; the 
agreement and uniform. design of the Scriptures, their sound 
sense, and divine iustruction, render such a supposition ridicu- 
lous: we have observed, that neither good nor 6ad\men could. 
have forged these writings ; which therefore must be the work 
of honest historians.—This being admitted, we may easily infer 
their divine authority, : 
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For the facts recorded in the sacred Scriptures are of such a 
hature, that the interposition of Providence, and the immediate 
hand of God is shewn in almost every circumstance. The facts 
must either be false, and the writings spurious ; or the writers 
were immediately commissioned by God: but the facts are true, 
ane the writings genuine: Therefore they are of divine au- 
thority. 

Let us observe farther, that the men, by whom these writings 
were penned, or under whose direction and authority they were 
written; laid claim to the divine assistance, asserted a divine 
commission, and proved themselves really possessed of it, not 
only by working the most stupendous MIRACLES ; but by de- 
Jivering PROHECIES ; and preaching DOCTRINES too sub- 
lime for human invention; by converting nations, and by giving 
up their own LIVES (which their worst enemies could not 
charge with guilt) in attestation of the éruth they taught. 

Miracles may be so circumstanced as to be sufficient proofs, 
in themselves, of a divine commission. For! would ask any rea- 
sonable man, whether he could doubt of that person’s divine 
sommission, who should come to him, preaching, as he declared, 
in the name of God; and in proof thereof should raise the dead, 
give sight to the blind, health to the sick, &c. &c. and this not 
once only, but repeatedly ; in the most public manner, before all 
persons, in all places, and at all times.*—No man could doubt, 
that such a messenger was really from God, who enabled him to 
perform such mighty works; and whose goodness, truth, power, 
and every attribute, must be called in question, if we could sup- 
pose him to allow an impostor thus to deceive mankind. The 


very notion is absurd.— But then, if the dife of such a messenger 


of God were wholly irreproachable, if we saw him, illustrious 
for his virtues, single in his views, and undaunted at the greatest 
difficulties : if we saw him, treated with the most cruel severity, 
solely on account of the doctrines he taught; nay, and at length 
yielding up his life, with patience and cheerfulness, amidst the 
most horrid tortures, in attestation of his doctrines , a recanta- 
tion of which, would be sufficient to save him :—If moreover 
these doctrines were found to be not only reasonable but excel- 
Jent ; calculated, in every respect, for the present and future 
happiness of mankind: In such a case, which of us could refuse 
our assent; how could we hesitate a moment to embrace the doc- 
trines offered to us, by a man, thus evidently commissioned by 
God ?—Apply this to the writers of the New-Testament, and in 
some measure, tu those of the Old; and you will have abundant 
evidence of their divine authority. 


* See Chapman’s Eusebius, Vol. I. c. 2. and Dr. Squire’s Indifference in 
Religion, Sc. p. 162, 8yo. Edit. a book we desire particularly to recommend 
to our Readers. | 
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Let me just observe, that a proof of the divine authority of the 
New-Testament necessarily involves that of the Old;. since, if 
Christ and his Apotles, &c. were what they assume, and we be- 
lieve, Moses and the Prophets, to whom they continually refer as 
divinely commissioned, were also the delegated messengers of 
the Most High. | | 

But observe we, that the prophecies of the Old T'estament, no 
less than those of the New, prove the divine authority of these 
books. : It is a certain truth, that God only can discern and fore- 
tel future events. It is indisputable, that future events, and 
those many in number, extraordinary in their circumstances, 
and very improbable in their nature, were foretold many ages 
before their accomplishment, in the Old Testament, and many 
years before inthe New. Nay, let us observe, that the argu- 
ments from prophecy are rather of an increasing nature ; and we 
live to see them, daily, more and more verified. An excellent 
writer hath so well handled this point, tbat the truth of Chris- 
tianity, upon the view of his Dissertations,* appears to be very 
little short of demonstration. Indeed the single prophecy of our 
Saviour, respecting the destruction of Jerusalem, is sufficient to 
prove the divinity of the sacred writings. How much more 
then, when we find, that from the beginning of Genesis to the 
end of Malachi, there is one uniform series of prophecies con- 
tinued from generation to generation, which, like so many rays, 
center in Jesus Christ ; and which the wit of the world can never 
accommodate (o any other person !--What can be a stronger 
proof of the divine interposition ? | 
- Objections have been raised.—and to what will not men ob- 
ject ?—both against the miracles and prophecies. 11 is sufficient 
for any reasonable man to be assured, that miracles were wrought, 
(which indeed the enemies of Judaism and Christianity never 
did nor could deny) both by Moses and the Prophets, by Christ. 
and his Disciples: such miracles, as no human power could 
perform, and no supreme and good Deity could suffer an inferior 
and wicked agent to perform: it is sufficient, that we have num- 
berless plain prophecies, amongst some more obscure; prophe- 
eies, which could have been the effect of no human foresight, and 
which nothing less than Oinniscience could have delivered. 

‘I will not insist upon the doctrines of Moses or of Christ ; 
nor upon the characters of either of them, or of the Prophets and 
Apostles, though from each of these irrefragable arguments may 
be drawn, in proof of the divine authority of the sacred Scrip- 
tures. An able writer? hath proved the truth of the New-Testa- 
ment from the Discourses of our Saviour. ‘ My bounds, however, 


*See Dr. Newton's Dissertations on the Prophecies. + Dr. Jortin. in his 
Piscourse on the Truth of the Christian Religion. ) 








EE a 


324 ACCOUNT OF JOHN WESLEY BOND. 


will not.allow me to dwell upon these, nor upon that wonderful 
agreement observable in all the parts of the sacred writings ; 
that unity, as well as that elevation, of design, which must strike 
every attentive reader.—I will only just briefly observe, that-had 
the first preachers of Christianity been impostors, unassisted 
and uncommissioned by God; their attempt, as of all: others 
most chimerical, could not possibly have met witb the least suc- 
cess. Let the characters of the Apostles be considered, and the 
circumstances as well of the Jewish nation, as of the heathen 
world, and this argument will appear with its proper force.— 
Their utter ignorance of all languages but their own, was of it- 
self a sufficient impediment; as by the way, the miraculous gift 
of tongues is a sufficient proof of the divine authority of the 
Scriptures. And as a satisfactory evidence how vain ‘such a. 
proposal must have been, let any man, or any twelve men, plan 
a scheme the most rational and refined nossible, and endeavour 
to propagate it as divine, in contradiction to the established re- 
ligton of their own, and of all the neighbouring kingdoms ; and 
the event will soon demonstrate the truth of that religion, which 
in the hands of a few unlearned men, triumphed over every op- 
position; and flourishes, as we see, even at this day. 

The same considerations, in a great degree, may be applied to 
the Jemish Lawgiver, whose attempt to deliver Jsraed from bon- 
dage, to bind them under new laws, and to settle them in a dis- 
tant kingdom, was no less chimerical, and impossible without the 
divine interposition. We conelude therefore, that the sacred 
Books were written, under the divine authority, and by men, 
commissioned and inspired to reveal the holy will of God.—But 
then it may be asked, “ How and in what manner were they in- 

ired ?»— This is an important question, to which we will en- 

eavour to do what justice we are able in our next Chapter. 


(To be continued. ) 


Biography. 
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ACCOUNT OF JOHN WESLEY BOND, 


(Concluded from page 289. ) 


Tae next year providence having opened his. way, he offered 
himself again to the Conference, and was appointed to travel 
with Bishop Asbury. For this duty be was peculiarly. fitted. 
A hardy constitution, and compact stature enabled him to en- 
dure great fatigue, while his cheerful disposition, andi amiable 
tamper rendered him easy under almost any circumstances. 
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The Bishop would have none to accompany him buta volunteer, 
and frankly told him the inconveniences which were necessarily 
associated with the appointment; but«none of these things 
moved him: to minister to the comfortof this highly honoured 
servant. of God was. the delight of bis heart, and he accepted 
the charge which the choice of his brethren assigned bim with- 
out a moment’s hesitation, How much to the satisfaction of 
our aged father he fulfilled the duties of his appointment . the 
Bishop’s own declarations are the most conclusive’ evidence. 
Suffice it to say, that after attending him nearly two: years—> 
after watching him night and day in his severe.afflictions, with 
a more than filial affection, and with an assiduity of attention 
which seemed always desirous of anticipating and- preventing 
his wants, he was at last favoured to close the eyes and'witness 
the happy end of this apostolic man; and subsequently was de- 
puted by. the Conference to wri his remains to Baltimore, 
where they were ultimately interred. 

After the death of Bishop Asbury, Brother Bond made a visit, 
and tarried a short time with his friends in Harford. And: now 
they fondly hoped his itinerant commission was accomplished, 
and they should have him to themselves. But it seems that in 
this work he had enlisted for life ; his engaging init was-the re- 
gult ofa deliberate conviction of duty, and he was accustomed 
to eay “ he was not his own man to quit work when he pleased.” 
His brother oe asked him if he never had thoughts of mar- 
rying, he answered that be had never made any resolutions for 
er against it; but he should not.feel at liberty to change: his 
situation in this respect unless he was convinced that. it would 
promote his own spiritual interests, and enable him tobe more 
useful to the church of God ; for the incumbrance which a fam- 
ily would occasion to the connexion, ought to be compensated 
by more extensive usefulness. He. was appointed this year te 
labour on Severn circuit, but was subsequently sent to Frede- 
rick, and again, perhaps in the course of the same year, to a 
neighbouring circuit. The two last years of his life were de- 
voted to Harford circuit, and his labours perhaps were never 
more blessed and owned than during this period. When he first 
went to this circuit, the scarcity of preaching places afferded the 
preachers many days. of rest in the course of their four weeks 
tour; but his ardent soul could not endure this idle time, while 
‘souls were every where perishing for lack of knowledge. His gen- 
eral acquaintance with the people, and the universal attachment 
to him, enabled him toopen new grounds, hitherto uncultivated, 
and he rushed through every open door to proclaim the glad ti- 
dings of salvation. His aged and honoured associate, Brother 
Toy, seconded his efforts, and strove hard to follow him, but he 
at last declared ‘“ that brother Bond had robbed him of his geod 
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name. . He had never before been out-worked by any, preacher 
with whom he had travelled; but.it was utterly impossible to 
keep up with brother Jobn.” , jis 

His abilities as a preacher were evidently very.much improv- 
ed during his continuance with Bishop Asbury ; and the people 
who had always been pleased with his zeal, and edified by- his 
good sense, were now not unfrequently astonished by his elo- 

uence. During the last year of his life he was associated with 
brother Hinkle, and their joint labours were abundantly. re- 
warded by a ony large addition to the Society. Yet in the 
midst of this useful career, it pleased the Lord of the Harvest to 
remove this faithful labourer from his. Vineyard. Mysterious 
providence!! ‘ How unsearchable are thy judgments, and thy 
ways past finding out.”’ “ 

Some few weeks before his death he came to Baltimore to 
consult his brother concerning his health, and seemed to be-Ja- 
bouring under some symptoms which denoted a slight affection 
of the liver. After having taken some medicine, he found bim- 
self better, but was advised to stay in Baltimore until. hie: cure 
should be completed. He urged the necessity. of making some 
preparatory arrangements on his circuit, for which purpose he 
returned to Harford, under a promise to come again. to town 
as soon as these arrangements, were effected. He accordingly 
did return; but declared that he only did so to fulfil his. pro- 
mise. The symptoms of his disease he said had entirely. left 
him, and he did not feel himself authorised to forsake his 
charge unless there was a more apparent necessity for it, es- 
pecially as some unfortunate circumstances had occurred on his 
circuit, which rendered his presence indispensably necessary. 
Under these impressions he entered again into his labours, and 
for several weeks had no return of his indisposition. 

Scarcely, however, had the fears of his friends subsided, when 
he was assailed by the desolating epidemic fever, which has. of 
late years made such dreadful devastation in different parts of 
our continent. The disease appears to have approached him 
insidiously. and not to have imparted to him or his friends, any 
apprehension of its real nature. In Abington brother Hinkle 
complied with his request and bled him, and the same evening 
a steam-bath was appliedto him. His fever was high through 
the night, but moderating in the morning, he left the kind hospi- 
tality of brother Allen’s family to fulfil a distant appointment. 
With great difficulty he preached, but was not able to meet the- 
class. In the evening he procured some person to bleed him 
again, and the third day after leaving brother Allen’s he return- 
ed there again. Here he was visited by a physician; but as 
he had determined on going to Baltimore the next day, it was 
not thought advisable to adopt any decisive measures of treat- 
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ment. During all this time the fever was ardent, and the brain 
wag evidently assailed with great violence. Late in ‘the eve- 
ning, brother Allen arrived with him in’ town in a carriage 
which had ‘been furnisbed with the ‘best possible accommoda- 
tions. The disease, aggravated by the fatigue and exposure to 
which he had constantly subjected himself, had by this time made 
fearful ravages on his constitution, and it was ascertained that the 
brain and many of ‘the other vital parts had been thrown into 
great'disarray. His brother, alarmed at the too apparent dan- 
ger, called to bis assistance several of the most eminent ‘physi- 
cians of the tity, who kindly afforded him their aid. But alas! 
all human effort was now unavailing: the die was cast.” His 
firm and vigorous constitution, which at first made the most for- 
midable resistance, at length began to yield, and after a strug- 
le of ten days from his arrival in town, he died on the 22d of 
anuary, 1819. 

The first few days after he came to town were past in a 
state of mind still more afflicting than even the disease of his 
body. In the first private interview with his brother, he de- 
clared himself to be destitute of all religious confidence and 
comfort. He said he had deceived himself by vainly en- 
deavouring to substitute ministerial labours for personal holi- 
ness, and now God had justly forsaken him. His despair was 
broad and blank, admitting of no ray of hope, or consolation. 
In this situation brother Joshua Wells was sent for by his re- 
quest; and to him he seat his whole mind. He industriously 
endeavoured to justify his despair by urging every fault or infir- 
mity to which he could advert in his life and ministry. How 
amiable did he appear after this confession, to us who heard it. 
How highly did we now learn to appreciate the: holiness ofa 
life, against which his memory, taxed to its utmost effort, could 
not bring a single rational accusation, Brother Wells kindly 
endeavoured to comfort him, assuring him that all his allega- 
tions against himself amounted only to infirmities, for which he 
was not accountable. But he refused to be comforted, declar- 
ing that for his unfaithfulness God had cast him off forever.—. 
We trembled lest in this state of mind he should be deprived of 
his senses, and be carried off without leaving us the only conso- 
lation, which now (all hope of his recovery being abandon- 
ed) was left to us, that of an assurance, that he died in peace. 
His brother, anxious beyond measure on this’ subject, arose 
twice in the night to ascertain the situation of his mind. On his 
first visit he found him still in an agony of despair, and refusing 
to listen to any extenuation of those accusations which © he 
urged against himself. At length, finding it useless to contend 
with hi, it was proposed to admit the whole account—that 
he had-backsliden in heart from God, and thus incurred the di- 
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vine displeasure—that he was a hypocrite in life, and a rep- 
robate in heart. What then remains to be done, but to re- 
turn to thai fountain in which you were formerly cleansed, and 
be again washed from your sins ; to look again on that bleeding 
Sacrifice, through which alone in your former lost and sinful 
condition you found pardon and acceptance? He agreed to do 
this, and his brother retired ; but being unable to rest, though 
his fatigue through the day made it highly necessary, he ‘re- 
turned again to his afflicted Tanai on quiet in the room, 
and it was hoped that sleep had afforded him a short respite 
from his pain. Hearing him turn, the dreaded aceents of des- 
pair were again painfully apprehended ; but, blessed be God, 
the darkness had been dissipated, for the Sun of Righteousness 
had arisen with healing in bis wings. As soon as he heard his 
brother in the room, “‘Tommy,”’ said he, “ blessed be God, Je- 
sus is with me; O yes, he is, and he never, never, will leave 
me again. Now, whether J live, or whether I die, it mattereth 
not, for ] am the Lord’s and he is mine.”? And from this hour 
it appeared the tempter was not permitted to vex again his 
happy spirit. The enemy had received his final discomfiture 
-—the batthe was won, and God had now sealed this precious 
saint tothe day of eternal redemption. Henceforth, whether 
in the delirium of fever, or in a lucid interval, he still preserved 
the same happy frame of mind. When he was asked if he 
had any presentiment of death, he answered, no, he had no 
presentiment, nor any anxiety to know any thing about it; 
all he knew was that he had an abiding peace,—a sweet assur- 
ance that whether he lived or died he was the Lord’s, After 
this he was totally deprived of his reason for twenty-four hours, 
and part of the time denied the power of speech. His anxious 
friends feared they should be deprived of him in this state of 
mind ; but it pleased a good and merciful God to direct it oth- 
erwise, and he was restored, some days before his death, to: 
entire sanity of mind. A few hours before his death he was 
heard to whisper, “ A little while, and 1 shall be happy to all 
Eternity.” 

Of the character of our late brother Bond, it would be super- 
fluous to say any thing after the preceding narrative. His 
mental endowments would not rank in the estimation of the 
world, with those of the first order; but they were of that order 
which are calculated to do the most good in the world. He 
was a man of judgment, rather than genius ; not destitute of im- 
agination, but his fancy was ever disciplined by the soundness 
of his understanding. He certainly never could have made a 
poet, nor a landscape painter; but if opportunity had favoured, 
he might have made an excellent Mathematician. His knowl- 
edge in divinity was deep and extensive. Fond of reading; 
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patient in the investigation of opinions, indefatigable-in the pur- 
suit of knowledge, and endowed by nature witha retentive 
memory, his acquirements could not fail to be considerable ; 
and had he lived, there is no doubt but he would have been 
qualified for stations of primary importance in the church of 
God. Infinite wisdom has seen fit to order it ‘other-wise. “* The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” 


MATTHEW Xvi. 15, 16, 17, ILLUSTRATED. 
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Seripture TWiustrated. 


L'o the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Tr you think the following worthy of a place in the Metho- 
dist Magazine, you will please to insert it. 


July 17, 1819, AMANUENSIS. 
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‘“‘ Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall 
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if 
he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church: but if 
he neglect to hear’ the Church, let him be unto thee as an hea- 
then man and a publican.” 




















Ir will not be doubted, | suppose, that when Christ spake 
these words, the nation of the Jews were under.2 Roman pow- 
er, and that the distribution of justice among them. was order- 
ed by the Romans. ‘This appears to be very evident from the 
condemnation and crucifixion of our Saviour. The Jews being 
tributary to the Romans, were not allowed to administer jus- 
tice even to one of their own nation. In all their private. suits 
betwixt man and man, and in smaller cases of correction, that 
kind of rule and form of laws was to be observed which God 
had given them by Moses ;, Deut. xix. 16 to 21; excepting from 
their laws and tribunals ull strangers that were among them, or 
had any thing to do with them, (whom the Jews called Ethnicks, 
and abhorred them as profane persons) and likewise, publi- 
cans, such of the Jews as did any service to the Romans in 
collecting and answering the tributes, taxes and tolls, due to 
the Roman empire, whom the Jews pursued with greater dis- 
like and despite than they did strangers; because they can: 

Vor. IL 49. 
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ceived that all such persons, had taken sides in service against 
their own nation, a were keeping company with the heathen. 
The consequence was, that, whenever a Jew became a tax- 
gatherer of his brethren for the Roman government, with- 
out reproving him for his sin, as commanded by Moses, see 
Lev. xix. 17, and thereby reform him, (as St. James hath taught 
us, Chap. v. 20,) from the error of his way; they immediately 
cast him out from the congregation and synagogue, and con- 
sidered him worse than an yh ay Hence, all heathens 
and publicans, for the detestation and hatred the Jews had 
against them, were not allowed the privilege of a hearing, in 
any case whatever, before the judges of the synagogue, ac- 
cording to their laws and judgments ; but if any man had aught 
against them, they were instantly brought before the Roman 
president, and not before a Jewish court, or any magistrate of 
the Jewish profession. The like liberty was left to any Jew, 
that would appeal from the Jewish court to the Roman gover- 
nor, or impeach and molest his brother in any of the Roman 
consistories : for though the Jews in many things were left to 
their country laws in matters that concerned their own religion, 
yet, were the Roman courts among them so privileged, that he 
who would, might have recourse thither, and there recover his 
right, or redress the wrong offered him. 

Now in this state of affairs, our blessed Saviour and Lawgiver 
directeth such of the Jews who would be his followers, what 
way they should take, so as neither to break the law of God, 
which Moses had given them; nor oppose the Roman empire, 
which then did govern them: viz. That in all their private 
quarrels and actions they should observe three degrees of pro- 
ceeding: First, the rule of charity ; Secondly, the order of 
Moses’ law or polity ; and Thirdly, the help of the Roman sov- 
sk ig If thy en trespass against thee, tell him pri- 
vately of the wrong offered thee: If he regard not thy voice, 
take one or two with thee, who may be men indifferent betwixt 
you. This the rule of charity requireth, in a secret and friendly 
manner; Yea, by the mediation of good-willers and neighbours 
to compose and settle all private quarrels as much i in 
us. If you fail in this to be reconciled, as brethren, in this 
state of captivity tothe Romans, and your efforts in the two 
first cases are frustrated ; Die Ecclesia, ** Tell it to the church.” 
That 1s, unto the assembly and governors that are in thy city; 
for every city by God’s law was to have her judges and ma- 

istrates there, to judge the people with righteous judgment, see 
Deut. xvie 18: And their manner was to sit in the gates of 
their cities, whither, the whole multitude did assemble unto 
them, not only to hear and see what they did, but in weighty 
matters to join with them, and to give their consents. Our Sa- 
viour must mean then, that: if charitable and brotherly ad- 
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monition be neglected, they should'seek their remedy from 
thé judges and elders of their cities, as by God’s law the Jews 
were directed and permitted todo. And if he hear not the 
church, let him be to thee as an heathen and publican; that 
is, if neither charity nor equity can prevail with thy oppressor, 
it shall be lawful for thee to seek farther remedy, viz. by deal- 
ing with him as a stranger or a publican, or convening him 
before the Roman magistrate, and pursuing him in those courts 
where a process lay against pagans and publicans. Or, if an 
yah like not to understand those words of a farther pursuit 
efore the magistrate, he may then refer them to a private for- 
saking of all company with the wrong doer, untif he reform 
himself, and make restitution for the wrong he has done’; as if the 
advice of Christ had been in these words; Shun such wilful 
oppressors as much as thou dost pagans and publicans. I 
therefore conclude that those words of Christ have not any re- 
lation to the laws or judgment which was to be in the church 
of Christ in after ages; tor the word ExxAnow, (Church,) is not 
here to be taken for the church of Christ, as we now common- 
ly use the term, but for the assembly of any place or city, where 
the rulers and governors thereof are gathered together, to con- 
sult or determine of causes either civil or ecclesiastical. The 
Christian church was not established when Christ spake those 
words, therefore he could not mean, Tell it to the church of 
Christ, in a gospel sense, but in the sense above. In all cases 
of difference and injuries however, it would be well for Chris- 
tians to observe the rules which Christ gave to the Jews while 
subject to the Roman government ; and never appeal to the 
civil establishments of any government for justice, until they 
have used every other means which they have in their power 
(consistent with brotherly love) to obtain their just claims.— 
For it must be exceeding wrong, for brother to go to law with 
brether, and that before the unbelievers, or any civil court of 


magistrates. 
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ON THE ELEMENTS.~—PALEY. 


Concluded from page 294. ) 


II. In Water, what ought not a little to be admired, are those 
negative qualities which constitute its purity. Had it been 
vinous, or oleaginous, or acid ; had the sea been filled, or the 
rivers flowed with wine or milk; fish, constituted as they are, 
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would have withered; the lives of animals, which feed upon 
plants, must have perished. Its very insipidity, which is one of 
those negative qualities, renders it the best of all menstrua.— 
Having nota-te of its own, it becomes the sincere vehicle of eve 
ery other. Had there been a taste in waier, be it what it might, 
1: would have infected every thing we eat or drink, with an im- 
portunate repetition of the same flavour. 

Another thing in this element, not less to be admired, is the 
constant round which it travels ; and by which, without suffer- 
ing either adulteration or waste, it is continually offering itself 
to the wants of the habitable globe. From the sea are exhaled 
those vapours which form the clouds. ‘These clouds descend 
in showers, which, penetrating into the crevices of the hills, 
supply springs. Which springs flow in little streams into the 
valleys ; and there uniting, become rivers ; which rivers, in re- 
turn, feed the ocean. So there is an incessant circulation of 
the same fluid ; and not one drop, probably, more or less now, 
than there was at the creation. A particle of water takes its 
departure from the surface of the sea, in order to fulfill certain 
important offices to thé earth; and, having- executed the ser- 
i which was assigned to it, returns to the bosom which it 
eft. 

Some have thought that we have too much water upon the 

lobe ; the sea occupying above three quarters of its whole sur- 
dat: But the expanse of ocean, immense as it is, may be no 
more than sufficient to fertilize the earth. Or, independently of 
this reason, | know not why the sea may not have as good a 
right to its place as the land. It may proportionably support 
as many inhabitants, and minister to as large an aggregate of 
enjoyment. The land only affords a habitable surface ; the sea 
is habitable to a great depth. 

III. Of Fire, we have said that it dissoloes. The only idea 
probably, which that term raised in the reader’s mind, was, that 
of fire melting metals, resins, and some other substances, flux- 
ing ores, running glass, and assisting us in many of our opera- 
tions, chemics] or culinary. Now these are only uses of an 
occasional kind, and give us a very imperfect notion of what 
fire does for us. The grand importance of this dissolving pow- 
er, the great office indeed of fire in the economy of nature, is 
keeping things in a state of solution, that is to say, ina state of 
fluidity. Were it not for the presence of heat, or of a certain 
degree of it, all fluids would be frozen. The ocean itself 
would be a quarry of ice: universal nature stiff and dead. 

We see therefore, that the elements bear, not only a strict re- 
lation to the constitution-of organized bodies, but a relation to 
each other. Water could not. perform its office to the earth 
without air, nor exist, as water, without fire, 
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IV. Of Lieut, (whether we regard it as of the same substance 
with fire, or as a different substance,) it is altogether superfluous 
to expatiate upon the use. No man disputes it. The observa- 
tions, therefore, which J shall offer, respect that litthe which we 
seem to know of its constitution. 

Light travels from the sun at the rate of twelve millions of 
miles in a minute.* Urged by such a velocity, with what force 
must its particles drive against, I will not say the eye, the ten- 
derest of animal substances, but every substance, animate or 
inanimate, which stands in its way! It might seem to be a force 
sufficient to shatter to atoms the hardest bodies. 

How then is this effect, the consequence of such prodigious 
velocity, guarded against? By a proportionable minuleness of 
the particles of which light is composed. Jt is impossible for the 
human mind to imagine to itself any thing so small as a particle 
of light. But this extreme exility, though difficult to conceive, 
it is easy to prove. A drop of tallow, expended in the wick of 
a farthing candle, shall send forth rays sufficient to fill a hemis- 
phere of a mile diameter ; and to fill it so full of these rays, that 
an aperture not larger than the pupil of an eye, wherever it be 
placed within the hemisphere, shall be sure to receive some of 
them. What floods of light are continually poured from the 
sun we cannot estimate; but the immensity of the sphere which 
is filled with its particles, even if it reached no farther than the 
orbit of the earth, we can in some sort compute: and we have 
reason to believe, that, throughout this whole region, the par- 
ticles of light lie, in latitude at least, near to one anotber.. The 
spissitude of the sun’s rays at the earth is such, that the num- . 
ber which falls upon a burning glass of an inch diameter, is suf- 
ficient, when concentrated, to set wood on fire. 

The tenuity and the velocity of particles of light, as ascer- 
tained by separate observations, may be said to be proportion- 
ed to each other ; both surpassing our utmost stretch of compre- 
hension; but proportioned. And it is this proportion alone, 
which converts a tremendous element into a welcome visitor. 

It has been observed to me by a learned friend, as having 
often struck his mind, that, if light had been made by a com- 
mon artist, it would be of a uniform colour ; whereas, by its 
present composition, we have that variety of colours, which.is 
of such infinite use to us for the distinguishing of objects ; which 
adds so much to the beauty of the earth, and augments the 
stock of our innocent pleasures. 


_* Dr. Adam Clarise observes that ‘‘ the immense diffusion and extreme velo- 
city of light, are alone sufficient to demonstrate the being and wisdom of God. 
dt has been proved by man experiments, to travel at the astonishing rate of 
194,188 miles in one second of time! and comes from the sun to the earth in 
eight minutes eleven 48-50 seconds, a distance of 95,513,494 English bas 1 
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With which may be joined another reflection; viz. that, con- 
sidering light as compounded of rays of seven different colours, 
(of which there can be no doubt, because it can he resolved in- 
to these rays by simply passing it through a prism,)jthe constitu- 
ent parts must be well mixed and blended together, to produce 
a fluid, so clear and colourless, as a beam of light is, when re- 
eeived from the sun. 


— eee it Oe 
The Grace of God Manifested. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM COLE. 
(Concluded from page 298.) 


On my retiring from the room to take a little rest, one of his 
sisters went to him, and with tears entreated him not to let his 
soul be lost forever. She told him God was willing to have 
mercy upon him if he would ask for mercy. He told _ her it 
was useless. ‘ Do you think,” said he, “ that | would be so 
mean as to ask for mercy, after acting as I have done? Ono; 
God would not have mercy on me if I did.”? Soon after, how- 
ever, he desired that the Rev. Samuel Fowler might be sent 
for. that he mizht have some conversation with him. When 
Mr. Fowler arrived my brother wished for me to be raised out 
of bed to attend with him,’and hear what he had to say, and on 
no account to let any other person be present in the room while 
the conversation lasted. When I came into the room | found 
them in earnest conversation: my brother had stated with open- 
ness and candour his infidelity, and was then relating the mo- 
tives that had induced him to become a deist. I have conver- 
sed with many infidels, and have read their works, but never 
have I read or heard any thing of the kind that astonished me 
so much as my brother’s objections did at that time. The 
greater part of them could not be of any use to publish; two 
of them, however, I will mention :—one was, “ that if the doc- 
trine of predestination be the doctrine of the bible, then it mat- 
ters not how mankind may live; their fate being irreversibly 
fixed, they cannot alter it by doing what is called either right 
orwrong.’”? The other objection was, “ that the conduct of the 
greater part of the professors of religion is no better than that 
of deists; and he thought that the mere theory of a system was 
of little consequence, unless it had some good effect on the 
practice of its votaries.” 
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Mr, Fowler’s conduct in this trying scene was. what it ought 
to; be—he had no time to enter into “A proofs on which Chris- 
tianity rested ; neither had he time to shew the superiority of 
the Christian religion over every other. He saw a young man 
just stepping into eternity, with a strong mind, but labouring 
under a fatal delusion! He therefore related his own‘ expe- 
rience ; and then observed, that even supposing deism to be 
true, the Christian is as safe in death as the deist; but if the 
christian religion be true, then the deist is undone forever !— 
My brother saw and felt the force of this argument, and without 
any hesitation acknowledged that it was irresistible. After 
some more conversation had taken place, Mr. Fowler went 
home, and my brother continued to grow worse every hour.— 
He now shewed considerable uneasiness at the near approach 
of death, and expressed a fear that he should soon become de- 
lirious. His mother asked him if he felt a desire that I should 

ray with him? He said he felt afraid that his head would not 
be able to bear it. His sufferings indeed were very great, and 
it was evident they could not last much longer. He begged of 
us that we would not let him sleep any during the night, lest a 
delirium should be brought on; and in order to keep him 
awake he placed one of his hands in his sister’s, which he de- 
sired her to pull every second: this she tried to do, and it had 
the desired effect : for through the mercy of God he was brought 
through this dreadful night, without suffering what he so much 
dreaded. When the morning came, the scene that presented 
itself to our view was dreadful beyond descriptidn! Our parents 
saw their beloved child about to take his everlasting leave of 
them ; and his brother and sisters to bid him an eternal fare- 
well! We saw him about to die without an interest in Christ, 
and then to make his bed in hell forever! This was more than 
wecould bear. All our family had been much engaged in pray- 
ing to God in his behalf for a long time previous to his illness ; 
but from the time of his being taken sick, we were much more 
engaged that his affliction might be the means of bringing him 
to a sense of his lost condition, and that he might obtain the 

ardon of his sins through the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We also prayed much for his recovery ; but we could have no 
access to the throne of grace for the restoration of his health— 
no answer could we obtain to our prayers and tears in this par- 
ticular. But we now, with one consent, went before the Lord 
in secret, and with weeping and supplication implored God to 
prepare him for death before he removed him from time into 
eternity ; and soon we obtaincd an answer. When we return- 
ed to the room where my brother Jay, he cried out, “ O Jo- 
seph, will you pray with me ?”” During the time we prayed, he 
cenfessed his sins, and bewailed his condition, under such dgo- 
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ny and distress as was sufficient to melt the most obdurate 
heart in pity for him. After we rose from our knees, he desired 
me to read the fifty-third chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah, and 
then the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. His distress of mind now 
became so great that it seemed as if he would be unable to bear 
it. He begged of God that he would pardon his infidelity, with 
his other manifold sins, and that he would grant him the salva- 
tion of his soul, through that blood he had once rejected. He 
said he felt dreadfully apprehensive that he should soon be- 
come delirious, and then he should not be capable of receiving 
pardon from his offended God. ‘ O,’’ said he, “ for one day 
more to be added to my sinful life. ask but for one only, one 
short day to be prepared to meet the Judge of all the earth.— 
O, it is now the eleventh hour with me, and if I become deliri- 
ous before J obtain pardon, I am ruined forever.” 

Hitherto, at the request of the physician, very few persons 
were permitted to go into the room, except his attendants ; but 
now all restraint was broken off; none were kept back ; friends 
and relatives, neighbours and acquaintances, with some of his 
companions, all rushed into the room to see the close of this 
mournful scene, and every person that entered made it still 
more affecting, for all were dissolved into sympathy in a mo- 
ment: the visitants were suffused in tears, while they beheld 
the object before them, and héard his lamentations and prayers. 
He now desired me to send for Mr. Fowler once more, which I 
did; and alihough the distance he had to come was over three 
miles, I believe he arrived within an hour from the time I sent 
for him. Onhis coming into the room my brother reached out 
his hand to him. Mr. Fowler asked what he had sent tor him 
for ? he said he wished him to pray withhim. Mr. Fowler then 
asked him if he was now willing to renounce his infidel princi- 
ples ? and if he believed in the divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ? and if he wished to obtain mercy and pardon 
through his blood? he cried out, “O yes! O yes!” Mr. Fow- 
ler then prayed; and my brother appeared much engaged, 

leading for mercy through the blood of Jesus. After prayer, 
Poker Fowler held out the promises that God has made to all 
returning sinners, aS un encouragement that he need not des- 
pair of obtaining the pardon of his sins, although ever so great. 
He cried out, ‘“ O that my load of sin were gone; O that I 
could at last submit: O Christ have mercy on me. I am the 
vilest of the vile; I] have sinned against so much light. Much 
has been given to me.”? Mr. Fowler said, ** Yes, much has 
been given to you.”” My brother replied, ‘ and much is re- 
quired.” Mr. Fowler answered aguin, “‘ There is no more fe- 
quired of you now than at any other time.”” My mother com- 
tng into the room, he exclaimed, “J have been a disobedient 
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child to you, mother, and this weighs heavy on me now.” She 
replied, “if you have ever disobeyed me, I freely forgive you, 
and I believe God will also forgive you, my dear child.” This 
gave him great encouragement. 

We were now sitting around his bed, waiting with deep anx- 
iety for his deliverance from the heavy load of sin under which 
he laboured, when we all, as ifstruck by a divine impulse, fell 
upon our knees, and without uttering a word remained some 
time in an agony of soul, expecting his pardon would come by 
the heavenly messenger. When we arose, I asked him if he 
felt any hope arise in his breast that God would deliver him ? 
He said he felt a faint hope, but his heart felt very hard. My 
mother told him that hope was worth a world, for it shewed 
that his great deliverer was at hand. She encouraged him to 
keep looking up to God, for his distress would be soon turned 
into everlasting Joy. 

Sister Polly Palmer, having prepared some refreshment for us, 
requested us to try and take some, to enable us to go through 
what was yet before us; as our trouble had hitherto, this day, 
_put all our earthly concerns out of our minds. This might be 
about half past three o’clock in the afternoon. While we were 
out of the room he lay sometime silent, apparently in great dis- 
tress, his eyes, his hands, his heart were raised to heaven, when 
in a moment his countenance changed, (brother Fowler says he 
never before saw a more evident change than he now witness- 
ed) and he cried out, “ Glory, glory, glory, be to God! He is 
come! Heaven is in view! Welcome death the end of all my 
fears! Glory, glory, glory! | am happy, happy, happy! There 
is a reality in the religion of Jesus Christ”? He then attempted 
to sing, 


*¢ Jesus, lover of my soul, Let me to thy bosom fly ;”’ 


but his voice failed him. The doctor coming into the room, 
William said to him, ‘“ O Doctor! there are very few persons 
in Newburgh who would have taken me fora deist; and yet I 
have been a staunch one.” The doctor desired him not to 
speak so much, for he thought it would hurt him. He replied, 
‘My sufferings are almost over—I am almost gone. O how 
good the Lord is!” Brother Sylvanus Dusenbury coming in, 
William took him by the hand and said, ‘ Yesterday I was a 
confirmed deist; but Mr. Fowler used such arguments as con- 
vinced me of my folly and danger. 1 am now a converted 
Christian, and shall soon be where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest.”” To sister Sally Harris 
he said, while she stood at his bed-side, ‘‘ We shall meet again 
in heaven to part no more forever.” ‘To sister Polly Palmer 
Vou. H. 43 
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he observed, ‘“‘O how good the Lord is to save me at the elev- 
enth hour: surely I ama brand plucked from the burning. O 
glory, glory be to God!” A young woman with whom he was 
acquainted, who was a stranger to religion, coming in, he cried 
out, “ O Catherine, prepare for death! put it not off until it is 
too late; for! am one out of ten thousand to experience reli- 
gion, and obtain mercy at such a time as this.” He then wish- 


ed us to sing, 


“Ah! lovely appearance of death, 
What sight upon earth is so fair ? 
Not all the gay pageants that breathe 
Can with a dead body compare.” 


and again, 


‘¢ And must this body die ? 
This well-wrought frame decay ? 
And must these active limbs of mine 
Lie mouldering in the clay ?” 


He then exclaimed, “ O what are all my sufferings here, 
since there is such a crown of glory for me! my pain is very 

at; and were it not for the love of God, would be insupport- 
aple.”? He then requested Mr. Fowler to preach his funeral 
sermon—*“ tell,’ said he, ‘* what I have been, what I now am, 
and what I shall be hereafter.” On my asking him if his con- 
fidence remained unshaken? he replied, ‘“‘ Yes, 1 am happy, 


happy! 
“ The world recedes, it disappears ! 
Heaven opens to my eyes; my ears—” 


His aged father going up to him weeping, William said, “ Fa- 
ther, | have sometimes disobeyed you, but God has forgiven 
me.”? Our father replied, that his disobedience was never 
of much consequence. William said again, “1 know that my 
death will be a loss to you; but the separation will be a short 
one, and then we shall meet to be separated no more forever.” 
Our mother going to take a last farewell of him, said, ‘ Wil- 
liam, every : since you was born, I have carried you in the 
arms of faith and prayer to the throne of grace, and my prayers 
are now answered. J can now resign you up to God, since we 
are sure of seeing each other in heaven.”” “ Farewell, mother,” 
said he, ‘‘ I shall meet you there, and be parted from you no 
more forever.” 

His father going to him once more, asked him if he still felt 
happy in his soul? he answered, “ O yes, happy, happy! al- 
though I am now delirious : | 











COPY OF A LETTER TO NOAH EMERSON. 339 


“‘ The world recedes, it disappears ! 
Heaven opens on my eyes; my ears 
With sounds seraphic ring.” 


I shall soon be in heaven with my dear companion, Samuel 
Cross, and walk the streets of the New Jerysalem with him, 
praising God forever.” : , 

He observed to these that stood around him, that if the agon 
of death did not prove too great, the serene calm that he felt 
in his soul wok cause a heavenly smile on his countenance 
after his spirit had taken its flight to the realms of glory. And 
so it was ; for death had lost its sting. He would frequently 
raise his hand towards heaven, and smile ; and then look at us, 
as if he wished us to behold the heavenly objects that he be- 
held. Before he became speechless, | observed to him, that it 
would be a great satisfaction to us if he would make a sign that 
he was still happy, when he was no longer able to speak: he 
said he would raise his hand if he felt able to do so. 

When I thought the last struggle was coming on, I went to 
him, and asked him if he knew me? he replied, “ perfectly.” 
I asked him if any doubts or fears were permitted to trouble 
him? He said, not a doubt or fear had crossed his mind since 
he was set free from his load of sin and guilt. In about ten mi- 
nutes after, | told him if he still felt his soul happy, and his 
evidence bright for heaven, I wished him to give the sign: he 
first raised one hand, and then the other, and clasped them over 
his head, and said, “ all is clear, although I am now delirious ;”” 
and seon after his spirit took its flight, after a hard struggle 
with death, to join that innumerable company who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ; and 
who surround the throne of God, continually singing the song 
af redeeming love, in strains of heavenly harmony. 

Mewburgh, July 5, 1819. Josepy Cote. 


—— i Cae 
Miscellaneous. 





Copy of a Letter to the Rev. Noah Emerson, in answer to a publi- 
cation relating to the religious und literary standing of the 
preachers and people in several towns in the District 
of Maine. 

Bingham, May 3, 1819. 
Rev. Sir, 

Nor long since the Sixth Number of the Panopolist, dated, 
June, 1818, was put intomy hands. While perusing the same, 
under page 271, | found a Journal, said to bear your name, 
dated, Fairfield, March 13, 1818; and as it surveyed a por- 
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tion of the country with which | have long had an acquaintance, 
I felt a disposition to peruse it with attention. ‘The perusal 
was attended with surprise on my part, as your account of the 
religious and literary standing of the characters therein men- 
tioned, to say the least, differ widely from my views of the sub- 
ject. Whether this error on your part was through ignorance 
of the people, occasioncd by your short acquaintance in this 
part of the country, inattention or design, you only are compe- 
tent todetermine. [can only say respecting that, if your Pano- 
plist be filled with accounts as foreign from facts as your ac- 
count of some places mentioned in your Journal, I must look 
somewhere else for information, or remain ignorant of what 
passes in the religious world. You say of a number of towns, 
viz. Winslow, Watterville, Fairfield, Canaan. Cornville, Athens 
and Solon, ‘‘ They are all destitute of settled ministers of any 
denomination.”’ _ Now, Rev. Sir, if you mean by settled min- 
isters, men who have salaries, and preach for money, you are 
correct :* but as I was born in this county, and have resided 
here, rising forty years, and have professedly been a preacher 
of the gospel, more than twelve years, | have formed some ac- 
quaintance with the state of religion in our county; and al- 
though at times Zion has been clad in mourning, yet [ trust 
God has not left himself w:thout witness, both as it respects 
preachers and people. But you acknowledge “one Sectarian 
preacher in each town,” but “these preachers are ignorant 
men,” without discrimination. Are you sure they are? Can it 
be said of men who are taught of God, they are ignorant ? 
Should you not, at least, have been as charitable as those who 
saw the boldness of Peter and John? they took knowledge 
of them that they had been with Jesus. Ignorant! of what? 
do you suppose they are so ignorant that they cannot read their 
bibles? it seems so if we believe your insinuations; for you 
tell us “‘some lay aside the bible entirely in their religious 
meetings.”? O sir! do you know this? or were you misinform- 
ed? I know of no preacher, who does this. I[t is true, our 
preachers do not use notes in their addresses to the people, nor 
read their sermons, but generally read their text, and then 

reach. Sometimes, after reading their text, they lay down 
their bibles, and sometimes they hold them in their hands. 
Sometimes I have known them to quote a passage of scripture, 
and preach from it, without having a bile in their hands. But 
is this laying aside the bible entirely ? But you tell us, ** most of 
them hold to immediate revelation, and profess to be governed 
by the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit.”? What you 


* This alludes to the local preachers in those towns mentioned in the Jour- 
nal; it being well understov. that tie Discij line of the Methodist Church pro- 
vides for the support of the [tinerant Ministers. EpitTors. 
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would wish to be understood by this, | know not; but if you mean, 
that we hold toa knowledge of our duty by the word, and the Spirit 
enlightening our minds and assisting our infirmities, we acknowl- 
edge ourselves guilty. We often pray God to inspire us with his 
Holy Spirit, that we may speak in the demonstration of the 
Spirit and with power. I need not tell you that we believe 
God is a prayer hearing, and a prayer answering God. . And 
do you not do, and believe the same? If you do not, although 
your composition should be as regular as that of Blair, your 
eloquence as pleasing as that of Demosthenes or Cicero, and 
your voice as melodious as Handel’s organ, I could not receive 
you as a preacher of the gospel. But it your suggestion means 
that we hold to a revelation contrary to the word and spirit of 
God, we deny the assertion. As it respects our ignorance—I 
acknowledge myself ignorant of many things which I wish I 
knew, and doubtles my brethren are willing to make the same 
acknowledgement. 1 am not so well acquainted with my own 
heart, nor so well acquainted with God as I wishto be. But 
doubtless you would wish to be understood that we are ignorant of 
literary knowledge. It is true, we have never been to College ;* 
yet I hope, some of us, at least, have made some small improve- 
ment of the means we have had. | am no enemy to learning, I 
assure you; but I had rather be of that number whose hearts 
are right with God, than to be classed with those who are clog- 
ged with literary rules, theatrical airs and learned phrases, while 
the root of all evil is in their hearts. But you tell us that 
‘many follow their pernicious ways.’”? What these pernicious 
ways are, we are not told, unless it be to worship God accord- 
ing to the above mentioned ideas; yet you acknowledge “ God 
hath wrought a great work here of late.”” Yes ; and you have 
strongly intimated that yourself was the instrument: yet, | un- 
derstand that you deny it to be your intention to intimate thus. 
Were you ignorant of the terms you made use of? or did you 
suppose your readers were so ignorant, that they could not un- 
derstand plain English? did you not wish for your society to 
take itso? But if you were not the instrument of the revival 
in the several towns mentioned, I would ask, who were the instru 
ments? Were they not the very men, whose characters you have 
aspersed, and whose conduct you have placed in such a humb- 
ling light ? Men, whom God publicly owns and acknowledges as 
his servants. Men, who hazard their reputation before learned 
pee of the privileged order, as the ancient disciples did their 

ives before the high priests of the Jewish nation. How could 


* Atbough the Methodist preachers in the towns mentioned have not been 
educated at College, it is well known that aconsidcrable number of our 
preachers, both travelling and local, enjoy the benefiis of such an yp teden« 
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you be so forgetful of your duty as to begin to beat your fellow- 
servants so soon after your arrival among us? J have laboured 
with my brethren of different denominations, in the several 
towns you have mentioned in your Journal, and have seen the 
fruit of our labour. These are the seals of our ministry, which 
in your own judgment are the subjects of divine grace. 

I am really sorry, Sir, you should give publicity te such glar- 
ing misrepresentations. It is a reproach to the sacred office. 
Think not, Rev. Sir, that I am your enemy, because I write 
thus plainly. Had you come and laboured with us, peaceably, 
in the field of our common Lord, we should have rejoiced te 
have had your assistance. When a reaper comes into a field, 
and begins with trying to turn all the others out, he is likely te 
trample down the grain, and do more hurt than good, and ex- 
poses himself to be called to an account by the Lord of the 
Harvest. I hope, Rev. Sir, you will take into consideration 
these things, and quietly labour, remembering that to our own 
Master we stand or fall. 

J am, Rev. Sir, yours, &c. Ozzp Winson. 


ed 


THE PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS, THE GRAND OBJECT OF THE 
GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BretTuRen, 
Ir you think the following worthy of notice, you will 
please give it a place in your Miscellany. 


Tue writer of the following essay has long had a desire to 
contribute something, beyond his hitherto contracted sphere of 
action, to the internal beauty and prosperity of the Christian 
Church, but has been hindered from attempting any thing in 
writing, from a conscious want of ability for the work. Seein 
how few and feeble are the efforts of Christians in general, an 
of the ministers of the gospel in particular, to raise the stand- 
ard of Christian perfection in the Church, has been a subject of 
srief with him, but no motive to despair of the object. He has 
firmly believed that the time would come when this work would 
revive in our country, as it did among the European Metho- 
dists in Mr. Wesley’s day; and he knows no reason why we 
should not look for the truth of that observation of Mr. Charles 
Wesley to his brother John, “ you will yet see sanctifications 
as frequent as justifications.” 

There are two objects which the ministers of the gospel 
should always keep in view,—the enlargement ofthe Church, 
and the avfectin of the saints. These two objects are always 
divided by that class of Christians who deny the possibility of 
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holiness in the present state ; and the- former, more than the 
latter, engrosses the thoughts of those who believe in the pos- 
sibility of being made perfect in love before death. At this 
time, it appears to the writer, we ought to turn our attention 
more particularly to the internal. state of the church, and en- 
deavour, by the means which God has put into our hands, to 
make her all glorious within, and bring forth the top stone of 
this spiritual temple with shouting grace! grace! unto it. And 
we should do this the rather, because, as was said by that great 
light in the church, Mr. Wesley, “when the work of sanctifica- 
tion goes on, the work of God goes on in all its branches.”’ 

In looking over the Number of your Magazine for June, 1819, 
nothing afforded more pleasure than the revival of the work of 
sanctification, and the formation of bands, mentioned in the letter 
of the Rev. J. Collins, Presiding Elder of the Scioto district.— 
And it is very desirable that the public should hear frequently 
and largely of this work of God through the medium of your 
widely circulating Magazine. 

We cannot look into the gospel without being convinced it 
was the design of Jesus Christ in coming into the world, to re- 
cover man out of the snare of the devil, and restore fully the 
image of God which he had lost in the fall. While many deny 
that man is a depraved creature by nature, and of course deny 
that he needs a change of heart; others, who admit that he 
needs a change, yet limit it to what is done in the first moment 
of conversion, and deny that it can be perfected in this life.— 
Of course they have no sufficient motive to seek after a perfect 
cleansing from all sin while in the body. They conclude that 
sin must remain in them as long as they remain in this world ; 
yea, that their hearts must remain deceitful and desperately 
wicked till death. Ministers and commentators, who ought to 
teach a different doctrine, have fallen into the same error; and 
the consequences are, the love of many waxes cold, many be- 
come lukewarm, many backslide, and many irregularities pre- 
vail among Christians. Now the cure of all these evils is 
found in the sanctification of our natures. 

This doctrine then should be prewenng and enforced. on. ali 
Christians ; and it is truly pitiable that those who cannot deny 
our obligations to be holy, should, nevertheless, preach, and 
write, and dispute against the doctrine, and thereby put diffi- 
culties in the way of our perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

It is not now my design to go into a consideration of the 
proofs of the doctrine of sanctification in this life; but I would 
observe, that if Christians would follow that light which highteth 
every man that cometh into the world, they could not but see 
what is implied in sanctification ; and that would show its im- 
portance, and enable them to infer the attainableness of it. 
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The experience of every man pointy out to him the difference 
between moral evil, or sin, and the natural evils inseparable 
from our condition as fallen creatures. When a man feels in 
himself any of those desires or tempers which are forbidden in 
the word of God, he has a consciousness of the wrong, and 
groans for deliverance from it: but in the case of pain, sick- 
ness, death, the weakness of the understanding and memory, 
unavoidable error, temptation, &c. there is no conviction of 
wrong as in the other case, that is, there is no consciousness 
of gut, or of the displeasure of God; and therefore he does 
not look for deliverance from these in the present life, but is: 
happy if he can be supported under them: without sinning 
against God. And God has not required an exemption in the 
case of man, from these evils while in che body nor has he 
promised it in the gospel; and therefore we have no ground to 
expect it. But it is far different with respect to sinful desires, 
tempers and actions... These he has forbidden, and has also 
promised to deliver his faithful people from all unrighteousness. 
This, therefore, we have oled ground to expect. Moreover, 
he has promised that we shall be filled with righteousness, that: 
we shall love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind 
and strength. ‘This is that fulness of God, that divine nature, 
which is secured to us by those exceeding great and precious 
promises which are given to us in the gospel. | 

The importance of preaching and enforcing this doctrine was 
never greater than at the present time. Notwithstanding all 
the great things our God has done for the Church within fifty 
years past, her light as yet is only like that of the moon; but 
this doctrine shall increase it to the brightness of the sun, and 
she shall become terrible as an army with banners. 

The Methodist ministers have the greatest encouragement to 
enter upon this work. They have seen the proof of this doc- 
trine in all the Scriptures, especially through the medium of the 
incomparable writings of Messrs. Wesley and Fletcher. This 
doctrine every Methodist minister professes to believe. Not 
only so, but the great body of their people believe italso. Here 
then a great part of their difficulties are conquered. There is 
a large has of Christians already prepared, and ready for this 
harvest. Many of these would instantly rise and go forward 
with proper encouragement and assistance from their ministers. 
The ministers have the means in their hands, and the great 
Head of the Church is calling them to this work. The differ- 
ent gifts in the ministry were bestowed for the perfecting of the 
saints. Our Lord solemnly 2nd repeatedly enjoined it upon 
his apostles to feed his sheep; and his ministers are called to 
be workers together with him, in building up the Church a 
holy temple to the Lord, | | 
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And truly they have more encouragement to enter upon this 
branch of their work, than that which relates to the conviction 
and conversion of souls. In the latter case they meet with so 
much prejudice, ignorance and hardness of heart, that the suc- 
cess of their labour is altogether problematical; but if they 
speak to the Church upon the subject of scripture holiness, they 
may be aimost certain beforehand that some will. hear, not only 
without prejudice, but with faith and profit. ‘ Let him then 
who is zealous for God, and the souls of his brethren, begin 
now.’’ Ifthe preachers can persuade themselves to enter heart- 
ily upon this work, their difficulties will soon vanish away, and 
they will have cause to rejoice in the fruit of their labours. 

1. Let every preacher, whether he has experienced it him- 
self or not, make the work of sanctification a distinct, though 
not an exclusive object, in every Society, that its magnitude and 
importance may be seen. 

2. Let them preach explicitly upon it in all the Societies, 
and make it the subject of conversation with the members in 
private. Bv conversation in private they will learn what ob- 
jections are still to be answered, what instructions are required, 
and what discouragements lie in the way. 

3. Let them propose in every Society days of fasting and 
prayer for a revival of this work. 

4, Let them propose in every Society, that those who are 
convinced of the necessity of sanctification, and are determined 
to seek it, meet together in small companies to pray for it; and, 
if necessary, let the preachers appoint the place and times of 
their meetings. Here the members may be instructed to spend 
some time in conversation about sanctification, in relating their 
trials and encouragements in seeking it, and ali heartily to join 
in prayer for it. It would be impossible for the more serious part 
of their people to meet together with these views, and not get a 
blessing. 

5. Let the preachers pay the same strict attention to every 
circumstance of this work, as they usually do to the work of 
conviction and conversion; looking out the seekers of it, fol- 
lowing them with their exhortations and instructions, making 
them the subjects of prayer in the same manner they do those 
who are convinced of sin: thus pushing the work, and perse- 
vering in it, they shall not labour in vain. The writer of these 
lines has proved the utility of this course. He practised in this 
way the last year, and saw in one Society about forty instances 
of sanctification, and many of them remarkably clear and sound. 

6. Let each preacher communicate, through the medium of 
the Methodist Magazine, his success in this work, for the en- 
couragement of others. 

Vor. Th. AA 
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Before he closes, the writer cannot but express a desire 
that those preachers who may read these observations and hints, 
would take up the subject and communicate with one another, 
and with the public upon it. And he believes that those who 
enter upon this branch of their work systematically will soon 
be able to give a good account of it. It is through the neg- 
lect to pursue this work regularly and systematically, that we 
have no more-success in it. It is not the occasional or in- 
cidental mention of s:nctification, or now and then preach- 
ing a sermon upon it, that will produce the desired effect, 
but the giving line upon line, line upon line ; precept upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept ; here a little. and there a little. Par- 
ticularly forming small meetings for this purpose. And per- 
haps there is no better method than to class them after the 
manner of the bands, the male, and female, the married and sin- 
gle by themselves. Small meetings ere prefersble to large 
ones, as confidence, intimacy and union are primary objects ; 
and such a classification is best calculated to secure them. 
Meetings of some description will be found necessary, not only 
to encourage and extend the work of sanctification, but more 
especially to preserve it. For the want of these we have seen 
but little of this, and that little has soon declined. 

To conclude. Let us, my brethren. enter upon this work 
without delay ; and it shall soon be said to the Church, Arise, 
shine: for thy light is come; and the glory of the Lord ts risen 


upon thee. 
A PREAcHER. 


. —m 
EXTRACT FROM CALMET’S DICTIONARY. VOL. IIle FRAG. 145, 


Amone the primitive Christians, the figure of a fish was 
adopted as a sign of Christianity, and is sculptured on the 
stones which covered their tombs, as a private indication that 
the persons there interred were Christians. This hint was un- 
derstood by brother Christi:ns, while it was an enigma to the 
heathen; and often succeeded in preserving such tombs from 
violation. We find also engraved on gems, and other stones, 
an anchor, and on each side of it a fish, with the letters which 
compose the nae of Jesus, inscribed around them. This em- 
blem is frequent among the Basilidians, and other sectaries, 
whether of Egypt, or elsewhere; but it occurs also in other 
places ; as in the cathedral of Ravenna, &c. and might origi- 
nate with the Gnostics. What induced the adoption of this 
emblem ? | 

1. It alluded very covertly to the Greek letters which form 
the word Ix$ves, which signifies a fish: which letters were sym- 
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bolical of the following wo#llls, and of the sentiment expressed 
by them. Vide Bingham Eccl. Antiq. 


I. Tecous . . « «© « -« Jesus 
X. Xpiotrog =. «SC, SCeSC Christ 
@. Gov . . . . . . of God 
%: Tago ie ee eae 
i Made ee ee 

z. lwrn . eC SCSC:SCSaviour 


2. But besides this, I think it alluded to the doctrine of the 
resurrection; Ist. on the rig 8 of arisen Saviour, preserved 
by the power of God, through death to a new life, as Noah, or 
Jonah, was in his allegorical fish, or as a fish is in general in 
the mighty waters. 2dly. It implied the expectation of the per- 
son there deposited, that he also should experience the like 

reservation, and be restored to renovated life. It was equiva- 
leas to the ‘ resurgam” of modern mottos; while yet it was a 
covert acknowledgment of this article of faith, and was under- 
stood only by those who were initiated into Christian mysteries ; 
qd. ‘I shall be preserved through death to a renewed life.’* 

N. B. The expectation of a resurrection was ridiculed by 
the heathen, who called it “‘ the hope of werms,” as appears by 
the extracts from Celsus in Origen. A. 


’ 


A gentleman of very considerable fortune, but a stranger to 
either personal or family religion, one evening took a solitary 
walk through part of his grounds. He happened to come near 
to a mean hut, where a poor man lived with a numerous family, 
who earned their bread by daily labour. He heard a voice 
pretty: loud, and continued. Not knowing what it was, curios- 
ity prompted him to listen. The man, who was piously dis- 
seat happened to be at prayer with his family. So soon as 
ie could distinguish the words, he heard him giving thanks with 
great affection to God for the goodness of his providence, in 
giving them food to eat, and raiment to put on, and in supplying 
them with what was necessary and comfortable in the present 
life. He was immediately struck with astonishment and confu- 
sion, and said to himself, ‘* Does this poor man, who has noth- 
ing but the meanest fare, and that purchased by severe labour, 
give thanks to God for his goodness to himself and family ; and 


* Although we do not give the above extract as an illustration of Matt. xii. 
40. yet we desire our critical readers to refer to that remarkable and difficult 
passage. The whole of the fragment from which this extract is taken, is wel] 
worthy the attention of the criucal enquirer after Biblical knowledge. 
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J, who enjoy ease and honour, andifévery thing that is pleasant 
and desirable, have hardly ever bent my knee or madé my ac- 
knowledgment to my Maker and Preserver. 

It pleased God that this providential occurrence proved the 
means of bringing him to a real and lasting sense of religion. 


Ee 
—s 


Mr. Ropert Hooke, the mathematician and philosopher, 
seldom received any remarkable benefit in life, or made any 
considerabie discovery in nature, or invented any useful contri- 
vance, or found out any difficult problem, without seiting down 
his acknowledgment to God. How amiable is philosophy when 
she walks by the side of her elder sister, Religion! 





EVIL EFFECTS OF DANCING.—ARMEMNIAN MAGAZINE. 


1. A gentleman in the law, distinguished in his profession, 
had one only daughter, of great personal beauty. He felt very 
desirous that she should dance in a superior manner, and de- 
clared that he would never see her dance until her dancing was 
considered elegant. As soon as he was informed that she had 
made great proficiency, he gave numerous invitations to a grand 
ball at his house in Surrev, that he might then have a favoura- 
ble opportunity of displaying the dancing of his daughter, and 
of witnessing her excellence for the first time himself. 

The company assembled on the appointed evening ; the dan- 
cing commenced ; the young lady exerted herself to the utmost, 
even till she was completely exhausted, and, shocking to relate, 
till she fell back in the arms of her fond tather, groaned, and 
immediately expired. The consternation produced in the com- 

any was, of course, great; and the gentleman has never entire- 
f recovered from the shock his feelings sustained. 

2. The most beautiful daughter of a dignitary in our national 
church, who was much admired in the first circles of fashion, 
into which she had recently been introduced, lately danced at a 
ball. In coming very warm, though thinly attired, from the ball- 
room to her carriage, she had to wait a short time at the door, 
till the carriage drew up, when she felt suddenly chilled by the 
cold air, which immediately affected her lungs; a rapid con- 
sumption ensued, of which she died in a short time. 

3. A young lady, who received her education at a respectable 
boarding-school, at Hammersmith, was fond of the vain amuse- 
ment of dancing, and seemed much pleased with her supposed 
proficiency. She went home, and danced at a ball given on 
a Wednesday evening; at which she exerted herself in such a 
manner as to throw her into a violent fever, of which she died 
on the Saturday, and was buried on the Wednesday following, 
which was only one week from the evening of the ball. 
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There is no doubt but that similar cases to the above are very 
numerous ; and what an awful consideration it is, that so many 
persons will sacrifice the most precious talents of time, and 
health, and even life itself, for the poor gratification of an amuse- 
ment so senseless and irrational. . 


———aD =o 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


———— ee 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF Gop 
IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Introductory remarks to Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion, 
among the Methodists in the Western Country. 


(Continued from page 308.) 
No. VI. 


In order, if possible, to grasp some of the leading features 
of that part of our subject hitherto enveloped in darkness, and 
to remove the awful shade which has heen, by designing per- 
sons, cast over the Kentucky revival, by attempting to attri- 
bute to an improper source the heretical doctrines which were 
* disclosed”? about this time, we beg leave here to insert a few 
preliminary remarks. 

The subjects of the work hitherto, as it regarded the sister. 
Church, had been bound up by the tremendous fetters of Cal- 
vinism, or fatalism. Having dissented from the old order, they 
were now severely persecuted by their brethren. The confess- 
ed ignorance of these intolerants, of the life and power of reli- 
gion, undoubtedly disqualified them for the important work of 
spiritual guides. They were unacquainted with the situation of 
an awakened soul, and of course knew not the manner in which 
the subjects of revivals should be treated. To instance one 
case may suffice. A minister, and one too in some degree fa- 
vourable to the work, about this time, at one of his meetings, 
when many were crying for mercy, came to a Methodist mother 
in Israel, to know how her people did when such things appeared 
among them. ‘ They talk to the mourners,” she replied. He 
accordingly took one of them to the far corner of the house, and 
enquired what was the matter? He returned again for advice : 
“¢ They pray for them,” she again replied. He called out fora 
brother at a distant part of the house to pray. He, not know- 
ing for what purpose he was to pray, went the usual round in a 
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cold and formal manner: of course the work died away. It 
however, resuscitated in a neighbouring Methodist society ; 
they engaged heart and hand in it, an‘! from a small class of six 
or eight in number, their society soon increased to about one 
hundred members, and afterwards continued to have crowded 
congregations. I cannot see how it is possible for men to un- 
dertake to instruct, or to govern in matters of which they are 
totally ignorant. Give me a sable African, who has a know- 
ledge of his sins forgiven, as my spiritual leader, in preference 
to all the sleek Doctors of Divinity, however learned they be, 
if they are destitute of this knowledge. A brief description of 
the situation of the subjects of the work was given in our last : 
our limits prevent any further remarks on the subject. 

The ministers of the Separatists, hitherto active in the work, 
on their separation in September, 1803, ran immediately into 
the grossest heresy, as appears from their “ Apology for re- 
nouncing the jurisdiction of the synod of Kentucky,” published 
in 1804, and in subsequent tracts. It was now discovered that 
the hand of an enemy was engaged against them, and tares were 
sown with the wheat. Both the Presbyterians and M>thodists 
took the alarm, and retired to their former stands, and defended 
their own doctrines. Indeed, hefore they were aware, the Pela- 
gian, Arian, and Socinian doctrines were breaking in upon them 
on every hand, as they were actively propagated by the Sepa- 
ratists, now styled “ Marshallites,” or “ Mew-Lights,” as if they 
had made some wonderful discoveries in divinity. - 

The Separatists sow formed a Presbytery, called the “ Spring: 
field Presbytery,”’ and began to license ministers to preach.— 
The very first one thus licensed, gave an instance of the great 
discoveries in regard to doctrines, and proclaimed his dreadful 
heresy. Did our limits permit, however gross the error, we 
might be indulged in its recital ; we however feel a greater dis- 

osition to quicken our steps through these “‘ gloomy shades.”? 
in June, 1804, these people dissolved their Presbytery, by sign- 
ing a very singular instrument, called “ The last will and testa- 
ment of the Springfield Presbytery.”” Of the six ministers who 
signed it, two have joined the Shakers, two are yet with the 
New Lights, and two have returned to the old order of things, 
doubly Boned with the soul stupifying creeds. From this will, or 
resolve, it would appear that their bible was to be their only 
rule and guide in faith and practice ; but it was, in fact, turning 
every one foot-loose, as every individual had an equal right to 
put his own construction, in order to answer his own purposesy 
on every question, as to doctrine or government. These schis- 
matics were unwilling to remain on Methodist grounds, which 
they appeared at first to take, as to doctrine ; or Presbyterian- 
ism as to government. Flaving discarded both, they ran wild. 
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The preachers ofthis new order were unwilling, or their expec- 
tations were now too high to stop on any middle or safe ground : 
indeed, this appears to be charged upon them by one of those 
ministers who started with them. Having broke the fetters of 
atalism, he says, their expectations were too great; that by 
their broad system, they had prepared themselves to sweep all 
the other churches ; and so set up, as we may suppose, like the 
French revolutionists, for universal. dominion: like them, too, 
they have had their dreadful fall. | 

I must here request the attention of the reader, while. bring 
into view a circumstance, which, however foreign it may have 
appeared to others, in my apprehension has had a powerful in- 
fluence on this subject. At this time* no publication had ever 
appeared in Kentucky embracing the Pelagian, Arian, or So- 
cinian doctrines. There were but few books in the country ; 
and, except the m.in points in dispute between the present lead- 
ing denominations of Christians, doctrinal points were but sel- 
dom touched in theological discussions. Mr. Benedict, in his 

eneral history of the Baptists, makes some severe strictures, 
both on the Kentuckians, and their revival. See vol. 2, pages 
251, 2,3, &c. We do not attempt to call his credibility in 
question; but will shew, and Mr. B. shall be our authority, 
the direful spring of all these woes. We have shewn, and so 
has Mr. B. that his people were the first, as a religious order, 
that gave an impulse to the settlements of Kentucky. But to 
draw conclusions from the premises laid down by Mr. B. we 
would also admit the inference to be, to use his own lanzuage, 
that ** the Kentuckians, whether s:ints or sinners, are rather in- 
clined to a iretful impatience, and undue resentment of opposi- 
tion in matters of no great moment.” p. 250, vol. 2. An argu- 
ment might with great propriety be then urged, that this was a 
consequence springing from the settlements being thus impelled. 
This may be the case ; but we charitably attribute it, at least, 
to another cause. 

The most popular and influential political characters at an 
early period in Kentucky, were in the general either infidels or 
sceptics. ‘To their views they attempted to make al! bend. If 
their object could not be fully gained, they appeared to be wil- 
ling, in order to accomplish it, to halve it, and meet on middle 
ground. This awful influence is yet sensibly felt all over this 
country. Characters of this description procured an English- 
man conspicuous for his talents, but a thorough going Socinian 
preacher, (as was his father before him, of some note in Eu- 
rope,) to take charge, perhaps as a principal of their seminary 
of learning. He had an extensive library. This same charac- 
ter, by the same influence, was elevated to the station of Secre- 


*The time of the commencement of the great revival is, we 
alluded to. 6 is, we presume, here 
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tary of State, under Governor G—d, who had been a celebrated 
Baptist preacher, and a man of respectability. Mr. Secretary 
T—n proselytes the governor to his principles about 1801 or 
1802, and previils upon him to republish certain tracts on the 
doctrines of the Trinity, which made no inconsiderable noise 
in the world. This was the first publication of the kind in 
Kentucky. Among the individuals who were poisoned by this 
malignant potion, was the unworthy author of these humble Es- 
says. Now we will hear Mr. Benedict, vol. 2. p. 241: giving 
an account of his church about 1802, he says, “ Mr. John Bay- 
ley was one who had propagated the doctrine of universal res- 
toration.”? ‘ The association soon became divided into two 
contending parties; and what was still worse, the greater part 
appeared on the side of error.”” Page 231, “ About the year 
1802, the Rev. Augustin Easton, a preacher of considerable 
eminence, and the pastor of a respectable church at Cooper’s- 
Run, in the county of Bourbon, and his excellency James Gar- 
rard, a member of the same church, formerly a preacher in the 
Elkhorn association, but then governor of the state of Kentucky, 
began to disclose some speculations of an Arian or Socinian 
cast.”? “For some time the minds of many were much agitated 
by these new subjects of speculation; and the eminence and 
the ability of the men by whom they were propagated, excited 
fearful apprehensions of their extensive prevalence.”? We dis- 
cover now that this disclosure was first made in Mr. B’s church, 
however reluctantly he may appear to admit it; and the pam- 
phlets containing these speculations, were extensively and gra- 
twitously circulated. These wavering Separatists were unques- 
tionably influenced by them: this is evidently proved by their 
subsequent steps, as they appear to verge to the same point 
with Messrs. E. and G—d, by uniformly immersing their mem- 
bers on admission, and re-baptising those once admitted by 
themselves on a different mode. But even on this ground, how- 
ever highly Messrs. E. and G. are extolled, Mr. B. thinks that 
they “ can be no great acquisition to the Baptist cause, unless 
they are much reformed, both in principle and practice.” 
These unfortunate people (the Schismatics) from the time 
they first broached their malignant principles, were followed up 
with the more enthusiastic and wild exercises, again admitting 
Mr. B’s authority, vol. 2. p. 252. “ These strange exercises of 
zeal, which have made so much notse abroad, came in at the 
close of the revival, and were, in the judgment of many, the 
chaff of the work.’? Now it was that the humiliating exercises 
of involuntary dancing, jirking, barking, rolling, &c. made 
their appearance simultaneous with the above ‘disclosure’’ of 
abominable heresy. And amidst these difficulties, to add to 
their miseries and misfortunes, being ripe for sucha catastrophe, 
a company of Shakers from the state of New-York, found theig 
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way amongst them, proselyted several. ministers. and a number 
of the members of the Schismatic body... The remnant, after a 
wild career, have dwindled to.a mere handful, compared with 
their former numbers. Si, | oe 
: Tueoruitus ARMENIUS. 
(To be concluded in the next.) 
— 


In our last number we laid before our readers a letter from 
Dr. A. Cuarke, giving an account of the two Budhu priests 
under his care. We have now the pleasure of publishing an 
aecount of the motives which led them to leave their native 
land and visit England, lately written by Munai1 Raruana, and 
published in the Methodist Magazine, London. 


Budhu Books of Religion. 


Jataka Ris t:5%:i yp 6S oltk Be deat yl bee ae 1 
Jataka atu wha ve - - - - : 2 
Rhatha na kere" - et er + as 3 
Rhatha na wally ye - - - + - 4 
Sut Derm Lum carrey - - - - ~, oe 
Parie tshada - - : - - 6 
Dam pe a ve Me: Ma ee ae ee eae Cee 
Dam peaatuwave -. - - -« =- §8 
Millin dthap pres we ee er ee ee 
Rvvrn a ne - - - - - = 10 
Rrit - : > : : - - - Il 
Heria na thicka- : ee Nea - 12 
Dena tsharre ave - - - - - 13 
Wina ya lon kar re ret 
Paley moutha kah winra - - - - 15 


_There are twelve more, containing the actions of Budhu, call- 

ed Soutre. ’ | 

These books above mentioned I. have thoroughly read, and 
endeavoured as much as I am able to understand ; but there are 
so many things contradictory and opposed to common sense, 
that I find them impossible to be reconciled to.my judgment. 
The two grand doctrines of which I could.not see the reason, 
are these ; the transmigration of souls, and. the bowing down to 
images. : 

_ Why, for instance, my father’s.soul (he being a good man) after 
death, and after enjoying a state of happiness, should descend in- 
to the body of a cow or pig, I could.not comprehend. My books 
tell me that a man’s goodness can be worn out, unless kept up by 
a continued series. of good actions, in the same way as a field, if 
not continually sown, produces nothing, and. that this is the rea- 
son why the soul comes into another state of trial. after all the 
Bred is ree out. . This: doctrine I could by. no. means under- 

ow U, . ... 45. | 
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stand. The worship of idols is still more ridiculous. For why: 
should we worship a thing we ourselves have made, and which, 
has no sense or perception? When these things had been con- 
sidered a long time, I took the New Testament, read it, and 
found nothing in it but what was consonant to reason. I then 
thought, if | were to go to baptism, I shuuld get a clearer view 
of this book. But my evil sense told me, if r were to be bap- 
tized 1 should lose every thing, my money, my friends, my 
dwelling, my reverence among the people, and indeed every 
thing I held dear. This my Datta reason told me I must not 
mind; I wanted truth, and that I must get. In this way my 
mind was agitated like the sea, sometimes raised into the great- 
est tempests, by warring winds, and at other times a still calm. 
Jn this state, I thought of studying the Testament, and read 
the fifth chapter of Matthew. In this chapter I saw a palace, a 
place of glory, was prepared for me, if | would take my sword 
firmly in my hand, determined to fight bravely, and manfully 
overcome all the suggestions of my evil imaginations. 

My second contention was with my mother, which began in 
this manner: I addressed her with, | want to go to E:gland. 
My mother said, Why do you want to go to Eugland? Because 
¥ want to be baptized, and to learn the Christian religion. — 
My mother, weeping and crying, said, Who told you this greatly 
evil sense? I said, no man, but my good sense told me. My 
mother answered, I will tell you what. Very well, madam. 
J, your father, grand-father, great grand father, all your rela- 
tions, the Cingalese people, the Burma country, Siam, all these 
believe our god, and only youdo not. Why do you not? why 
do you not like our god? teil me the bad things in our religion. 
T said, O yes, mother, | will tell you them ina very few words. 
Jf a carpenter take any kind of wood, make half of it into a 
stool or chair, the other half make into an imaye. put on paint, 
and having finished it, you cail this your god Budhu, there is 
very little difference between them. Why do you worship, give 
gold and silver, cloihes, food, and flowers to it? Mother, why 

0 you not worship the stool or chair? Mother made no an- 
swer. Mother, | continued, the people that live in this country 
are foolish; I will not stop. Those people had a sense of an- 
other kind than what was right. If a man be sick, he takes. 
eggs, fowls, goats, and offers them to many gods; at the same 
time calling out, Come and help, come and help, take away my 
sickness, and receive these things. ‘This he does to many gods. 
Do you never believe these things. ‘There is only one God, 
and do you pray, “ Our Father which art in heaven.” If a fire 
burns in your heart, and destroys it, these words will put it out 
like water, and keep you from being destroyed, if you will hear 
the truth. Farewell mother, 1 am going to England. 

Monu Ratuana. 
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Tue following extract. from the Journal of Mr. Carver, 
Methodist Missionary at Ceylon, affords additional evidence of 
the ignorance, superstition, and wretchedness of the people in 
the East, and convinces us how arduous and important the la- 
bour of the Christian Missionary must be. 


March 31, 1817. It being thought necessary to visit the Is- 
land of Karadive (or Amsterdam) I set out this evening to Bat- 
ticotte, which is a little more than half way, and about seven 
miles from Jaffna. Batticotte is a pretty place, having a very 
large church, but without the roof, a house in ruins, and the out- 
buildings are in a state of desolation. 

The American Missivnaries are fitting up the house, and 
mean to make this place one of their principal Mission stations. 
During the time of the Dutch, it was the residence of the second 
in command. 

April 2. After passing over a hard country of hard coral 
rock, with here and there a tuft of grass, we came to the channel 
which separates the two islands. Here the poor people were 

oing up and down the shallow parts of the water, catching a 
ew small fishes, which in England would not be thought wor- 
thy the trouble of dressing ; but England is a happy land, and 
many know it not. It being low water the Coolies ventured to - 
carry the palanquin across without a boat; but it took them 
nearly one hour to wade through the mud and water. . The 
church is about an English mile from the water’s edge, and both 
it and the minister’s house are in ruins. ‘The'island is very low 
and flat, and io the rains nearly inundated. It produces things 
common to Ceylon, and may perhaps contain one thousand in- 
habitants, who live by the cultivation of the land and fishing. 
They appear very little informed, further than what necessity 
compels them to learn. Many came to look at us, greatly won- 
dering, never recollecting to have seen a minister on that island 
during their life time. ‘Tiey had no schools, no books, few 
that could read, and few inclined to learn; all heathens, wor- 
shipping they knew not what. About two hundred yards from 
the church stands a Hindoo temple, which has its Brahmins and 
its ceremonies, while the church, which bears the name of 
“Christian” is deserted ard in ruins. Wilt not thou revive 
us again, O Lord. I gave the head-man a copy of the New- 
Testament, which he promised to read, and to let any others 
read, who might desire it. At noon we got back to Batticotte, 
and at 5 P. M. I visited another village on my way home, call- 
ed Changany. At this place we found the ruins of another 
‘church and house, after the same planas the Mayluti establish- 
ment, but in a worse condition. This place bears sufficient 
marks of the glory and power of its former possessors ; but is 
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now left to the mercy of the ruthless elements. The church 
and house are crumbling into dust together. This is one of the 
most fertile parts of the country ; but the inhabitants are aban- 
doned to the grossest superstition. 

12th. Being the first day of the heathen new year, many of 
them came to pay their respects to the Europeans ; among the 
rest came the head Brahmin of the heathen temple at Nallour. 
I conversed with him some time, asking many questions, which 
he had learned to answer by his former conversations with min- 
isters. He remarked, “ their shasters taught every thing about 
the world.”? I asked, who wrote them? “ Men from heaven.’ 
How do you know that? ‘ Because it is written in the shaster.”” 
In what country did these men appear? What time did they 
remain on earth? Did they go back to heaven, or did they die? 
He replied, he could not tell me, and asked if I could answer so 
m2ny questions respecting our shaster; being answered in the 
affirmative, I again requested to know, what is the reason that 
you hide your shaster, if it tell us about all the world, and will not 
let it be read, even by your own people? To which he remark- 
ed, ‘“‘ Sir, if a man have a stone or a treasure, will he not lock it 
up in a box, and not shew every one ?”’ I said, if your book were 
from God, and if you were men of God, you would put it into 
the hands of all men that they might learn to know God also. 
He was confounded, begged to be excused, that he might go, and 
departed. 

August 11th. Very early in the morning I went to see the 
grand procession of an heathen ceremony at Nallour, about 
three miles from Jaffnapatam. Crowds of people from all parts 
filled the road a mile before we came tothe temple. The gen- 
tle opening morn dispelled the mist, and discovered to my view 
a vast concourse of people on the plain. The Brahmins were 
busily engaged arranging matters for the ceremony, while ex- 
pectation sat on every countenance. Many of the people had 
come from far to behoid the spectacle, and the dragging of the 
car round the temple was to close the idolatrous scene. Being 
surrounded by the people on every side, I spoke by an inter- 

reter tomany of them. At last coming to an old man, the fol- 
owing conversation took place. How old are you? Nearly 
eighty years of age. What brought you hither? I came to wor- 
ship Swamy,* and pray to him to forgive my sins. What is 
Swamy made of? Gold. Can gold hear prayer, or forgive sin? 
You know it cannot: you are very old, and just stepping into 
eternity ; there you will find that Swamy is no god. There is 
none that can forgive sins but Jesus Christ ; Jesus died for you, 
none but Jesus can save you. And with many other words 4 


* The name.of the idol. 
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exhorted him, and those near him, to inquire after the true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he bath sent to be the Saviour of the 
world. So much impression bad my remarks made on the old 
man, and @ youth about nineteen, that they followed me where- 
ever | went. I gaveto each of them a tract in their own lan- 
guage. | 
By this time the sun had advanced above the horizon, and 
shed his cheering rays across the plain; but as if ashamed to 
behold the aiaiatoae of men, veiled himself behind a cloud.— 
Meanwhile the sounds of harsh and inharmonious music increas- 
ing, proclaimed the advance of the idol to his car. He came, 
preceded by dancing girls,* drums, flags, and streamers of va- 
rious kinds. A universal mark of adoration was paid by the 
people, by putting together of the hands, and raising them above 
the mae which seems to be the substance of exterior worship 
with the ‘multitude. The idol being placed on his car, which 
was nearly thirty feet high, and a sheep slain at his foot, to ap- 
pease the evil demon, who it is supposed would otherwise - 
struct its progress, the Brahmins seated themselves around the 
ebject of adoration. All things being ready, and a long cable 
taken out among the people, they dragged forth the car with a 
kind of horrible triumph and exultation. Immediately a double 
line of devotees were stretched upon the ground, rolling after 
the car in a course marked out by the two wheels. The pro- 
cession stopped, and another sheep was slaughtered, to remove 
the evil demon who was supposed to have prevented their ad- 
vance. By the help of a lever, the car was again set in motion, 
while I placed myself at an angle, to ascertain the number roll- 
ing after it, which were about THREE HUNDRED! Perhaps the 
whole assembly might be about five thousand people, the blind- 
ed dupes of Brahmins, the chief of whom has not scrupled te 
tell me frequently in conversation, that all those things are folly ; 
but they must keep up the customs of their fathers, and do some- 
thing to please the people. Having made the circuit of the 
temple, various offerings were made before the god was taken 
in; afterwards he was deposited in his own place, there to re- 
main for another twelve-month, when those who are not called 
to give up their account to God, will probably repeat the same 
scene. 
- A youth, about eighteen years of age, formerly a scholar with 
brother Lynch, and who has since received great benefit from 
the American Missionaries, has been violently and cruelly per- 


secuted. His father conceiving it a most singular misfortune, 


that his son should depart from the customs of his ancestors, has 
spared neither kindness nor cruelty, but all in vain. He made 


* Prostitutes of the temple. 
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him large promises, he flogged him, he dragged him to the tem- 
ple, and there he kneeled ie to pray for his persecutor, who 
beat him, and dragged him out again ; not stopping here, his fa- 
ther furiously seized his testament and some tracts, committing 
them to the flames, as the authors of his misfortunes. The 
young man being incurable, and after being confined in his fa- 
ther’s house, with his feet made fast in the stocks, he was the 
other day banished to Kandy, to be out of our way. He called 
upon me before he went off, and I gave him another testament. 
Toa question put to him, he replied, “ Every one knows my heart 





1s with the Christians.” 
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DEATH OF THE REV. JOSEPH HILLe 


A bright and shining light in the 
church of God is gone. Rev. JosrPH 
Hit, a local preacher in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, of Sussex cir- 
cuit and county, died in all the tri- 
umphs of a Christian, on Friday 23d, 
July. Rev. WappiLt. JoHNSON gives 
the following account concer::ing him. 

‘¢On Thursday 22d, at night, he was 
taken much worse than he had been, 
(having been severely afflicted ever 
since about the last of April with a 
paralytic affection, so that for some- 
time past he had been unable to heip 
himself. or turn on his bed.) He com- 
plained of being :n great pain, but re- 
tained his full pewers of recoliection. 
He would pray very ferventiy that he 
might set murmur or complain.— 
Then would say, ** No, Lord, I don’t 
complain. I hope | shall not; I[t is all 
mercy, it is al! right, | deserve to suf- 
fer. But Glory! Glory be to God, I’m 
a sinner saved from Hell. What good- 
ness! What love!” ‘Thus he prayed 
and praised all night; (for he had no 
sleep.) Friday he grew weaker very 
fast. Articulation was very much im- 
peded. It was visible he was dying, 
and he was sensible of it. I prayed 
with him for the last tine, and went 
to my penne, The next day 
Brother C. came to my appointment 
and informed us of his triumphant 
death, which was as foliows: That 
he was to all appearance constantly 
speaking, and many times could be 
understood, and when understood, it 
was all prayer and praise. Some little 


time before he breathed his last,’Bro- 
ther C. took him by the hand, and 
then he ree distinctly, and said, 
‘‘ brother | am gvuing fast ;” brother 
C. replied “ but not without if 
‘* No, No,” said he, and repeated the 
following lines, 


Not a cloud doth arise 
To darken my skies ; 
Nor hide for a moment, 
My Lord from my eyes.” 


Then brother C. said, ‘*O the nape 
ness of the Lord.” ‘ Abundantly so, 
abundantly so,” said he, and the best 
of all Jesus sweetly dwells in my heart. 
Glory! Glory to bis name.” He then 
leoked around and saw several of his 
very dear friends, and said, “O chil- 
dren, how giad 1 am tosee you all here, 
hoid fast and persevere to the end, 
and live forever.’’ His speech fail- 
ing him, he cast his eyes towards 
heaven, and a most interesting smile 
took place on his countenance, and in 
a few moments he sweetly fell asleep 
in Jesus.” 

His life, ever since he professed. re- 
ligion, corresponded with justice, mer- 
cy and every good word and work. 

he church militant has lost a mem- 
ber.and a pillar; but the church tri- 
umphant has received a blood-washed 
jewel. For many years he professed 
to enjoy the ree of sanctification, 
and in all respects lived according to 
his profession. ‘* Blessed are they who 
die in the Lord.” E. D. 
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EVENING.-——AN ODE. 


The setting sun darts his last ray, 

Across the wide, the trackless sea ; 

The beasts unto their coverts hie, 

And birds unto the thickets fly ; 

The pale moon sheds her silver beam 
Upon the smooth, the undimpled stream : 
*Tis silence all and not a gale 
Blows o’er the mount, or through the vale. 





*Tis silence all, tis ev’ning tide, 

Stil! as the scene let man abide ; 
Cease from the cares, the toils of life, 
Commercial din, and warlike strife ; 
Now let him seek in soft repose 

The calm that only virtue knows, 
And at the cheerful morning’s break, 
From slam’bring innocence awake, 


Oh! might this tranquil ev’ning be 

An emblem of my dying day : 

Thus might I gentle sink to rest 

With peace of mind, and calmness blest ; 
Then let my boist’rous passions cease, 
While some kind angel whispers peace; 
Thus I could Jeave this mortal zone 
Without a struggle or a groan. 


I ask not for the warrior’s bed, 

For trophies glitt’ring o’er my head ; 
The purple couch embued with gore, 
The imprecations of the poor: 

Oh ! then, let not the warlike drum 
Attend my body to the tomb, 

Nor in my exequies be found 

The martial trumpet’s deaf’ning sound. 


I would not have the poet’s lays 

My frailties and my faults to praise ; 

Th’ encomiums of the smooth-ton’d tongue 
To say I never acted wrong ; 

The sable pomp of death-bed show, 

And ail the mockery of woe; 

The well-plum’d hearse, and pompous wain 
To swell and grace my fun’ral train. 


But let the poor, th’ oppress’d, the slave, 
Bear my lov’d relics to the grave, 

And by this deed to all make known 
They mourn a friend, a patron gone ; 
There letthe social band appear, 

And weep a moment round my bier, 
Then wipe their eyes, and joyful cry, 

“ Our brother lives above the sky.” 


@h! thus serene I could desire, 

Like that refulgent orb of fire, 

To sink upon my Saviour’s breast, 
As it declines into the west : 

Then, while the happy moments roll, 
I calmly would breathe out my soul; 
Thus should this tranquil ev’ning Be 
An emblem of my dying day. 


* * © €¢ © © # & 


But will that glorious orb of light 
Extinguish’d be by clouds of night? 

Will he not seek another clime, 

And with renewed splendour shine? 

Yes, yes, he will; Pacific’s shores 

Now bloom with morn’s expanding flow’rs ; 
And o’er Hindostan’s lofty peaks 

The joy-inspiring day dawn breaks. 


That bright, revolving globe of fire 

Does not behind our mounts expire; 

But while to us he disappears 

He beams his light on other spheres; 

Tb’ horizon of our natal shore, 

Bounds our short view, but not his pow’r; 
And far there are from pine-topp’d strands, 
Other horizons, other lands. 


Ob! like that radiant, setting sun, 

When I’ve my course of duty run, 

May I shake off each earthly chain, 

And only die to live again: 

O’ershadow’d then by clouds of death 

I joyful would resign my breath, 

And with my seraph wings unfurl’d 

RISE GLORIOUS LN ANOTHER WORLD. 
A. Z. 
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MOSES ON MOUNT PISGAH. 


« Father of all, I thank thy wond’rous grace, 
So oft unto thy chosen seed made known, 

Which ere the frigid hour of death’s embrace 
Hath to these eyes the land of promise shewn, 





“ Faithful unto thy hope-inspiring word 
The sons of Abram find thee in this hour, 
Joining their voices, praise their fathers’ Lord, 
Israel’s defence and Jacob’s lofty tow’r. 


“ At thy command the swelling floods divide, 
And for our tribes a sea-wall’d path prepare ; 
At thy command back to their course they glide, 

And Egypt’s gods tremble and quake with fear. 


«“ The column, that with heav’nly lustre shines 
Towards th’ enfranchis’d camp of Jacob’s sons, 
Becomes a cloud o’er Pharaoh’s hostile lines, 
And frights with diresome gloom his valiant 
ones. 


“When wand’ring through an arid wilderness 
Shali ought be wanting that our comforts. 
claim? 
No, see, when in the height of our distress 
Rock-gushing waters o’er the parch’d soil 
stream. 


“ Nor famine can thy chosen flock o’ercome ; 

Lo! from the skies the luscious manna falls; 
Retire the pagan troops to make us room, 

&nd seek for shelter in their tow’r-girt wails. 
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“ Conducted by thy all-protecting hand 
Through peril’s numberless has Israel trod ; 

Just on the verge of Canaan, here we stand, 
And join to praise our Father and our God. 


* Thy servant’s sins, O Lord, that seal his doom, 
That hinder the fruition of his hope, 

Here hurry him to an untimely tomb, 
He hastes to die upon the mountain top. 


“ Distrustful of thy word, ah! impious hour ! 

The promise giv’n, the pledge of faithfulness ! 
He doubted of thy all-sufficient power 

To guide him through the howling wilderness. 


“ Lord. he confesses now thy sentence just, 
Throughout his tite ne joys tny ways to scan, 
Praises thee sinking to his native dust, 
And owns thee, God, who rul’st th’ affairs of 
man. 


“ He sees the land where milk and honey flow, 
The land with plenty, with abundance crown’d, 

Where corn, and oil, and vines luxuriant grow, 
And rills meander through the fruitful ground. 


“ This vision to his ravish’d eyes display’d, 

His raptur’d sight with heart-felt joy surveys, 
Now richly for his toils and woes repaid, 

He owns a God in all his works and ways. 


“ J give this lund to thee and to thy sons, 
For length of ages shall ye it possess : 
Thus ’tis the promise made to Israel rans, 
Made by a God of truth and righteousness. - 


% Lord, to thy will here I submissive bow, 
Confess thy pow’r, thy justice, and thy grace ; 
And on the lofty height of Pisgah’s brow 
Haste to complete my heav’n-directed race. 


“ Yes, tis enough, I see the goodly land, 

There Israel’s sons, shall in their tribés reside ; 
I joyful yield my breath at thy command, 

I faint, I die,” thus Moses said, and died. 


Ve leaders of the armies of the Lord, 
Ye champions of the blood-stain’d cross he 
bore, 
With dauntless faith rely upon his word, 
And trust his truth, his faithfulness, his pow’r. 


Lead on, embattled for the glorious war, 
The Christian soldiers, arm’d with heav’nly 
light ; 
True to your cause the pow’rs of darkness dare, 
And rout your foes with ignominious flight. 


Let no dark-boding fears possess your souls, 
With vict’ry shall your blood-bought arms be 
crown’d ; 
The seas divide—from beav’n, lo! manna falls, 
And waters gush from out the solid ground. 


The pillar bright with everlasting fire, 
Shall safe conduct the heav'n-bere legions 
through; 
March on in faith, fo glorious deeds aspire; 
Behold ! the long-sought, promis’d land in view. 


The utmost reach of this terrestrial bail. 

) Shall be the circuit where your arwisemore,: 

The vale shall rise, the rugged mountain fall ;_— 
Thus saith the Lord who reigns enthron’d above. 


All shall confess the pow’r of God supreme ; 
Confess the pow’r that gave to nature birth, 
Hath pow’r from sin and thraldom to redeem. 


Triumphant then the hosts of darkness brave, . 
Dash the gilt crescent from each wating 
mosque ; ; 
And high o’er ev’ry pagan pcm 9 wave 
The blood-stain’d banner of the Christian Cross. 


The time shall come when all shall lowly bow 
To him who hath the world’s foundation laid ; 
When unto him by all who are below 
Shall homage holy, humble, full, be paid. 


What though ye witnegs not the conquest won, 
Still let your thoughts to that blest moment fly ; 

See there the land, your pilgrimage is done, , 
The mount before you, “‘ get ye up and die.” 


A Z. 
aE 
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“ We have an Advocate with the Father.” 


Mere let me rest—be this my humble claim, 
My hope, my joy, my refuge and my rest; 
All other trust and confidence disclaim, — 
And clasp this cheering promise to my breast, 


While Faith, extatic, wings her ardent flight, 
To that blest world where joys eternal flow, 
Triumphant visions rise upon my sight, 
And heavenly transports in my bosom glow. 


My hope, my portion, and my beart are there, 
And there my glorious Mediator stands, 
There pours, for me, his all-prevailing prayer, 
And shews his side, and spreads bis wounded 
hands. 


Then kence, ye restless vanities of life, 
Your gay delusive pleasures I resign 
Let heavenly love subdue the inward strife, 
And Thou, my Saviour, claim me wholly thine. 


Give me but this, to know that thou art mine, 
That thou my Advocate and Saviour art;_ 
All other bliss I freely can resign, is 
And clasp thy precious gospel to my heart, 


That heart, so oft by Dighting some aa 
Here finds a sweet relief for all itswoe; 
And tears, no more by poignant feeling wrung, 

In humble gratitude devoutly flow. 


Then let the fatt'ring world before me rise,” 
Her charms are fading, and her gold but 
¢ dross—) ‘ gold 


Her glitt’ring pomps and pleasures I despise,” 
And only boast and glory in the Cross. 

CAROLINE ATL. 

New-York, Ange, 1319, 
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